John Roske Reporis on

A JANUARY UPDATE and
 INTERVIEW WITH

SCHEMPP-HIRTH Flugzeugbau

With power aircraft manufacturers re-
ducing production and Piper laying off
hundreds of employees (and a factory
close for three weeks), | felt it was time
we brought our readers up to date on
the sailplane manufacturer’s position in
the current economic downturn. Who
better to approach than Tilo Holighaus,
of Schempp-Hirth.

Tilo is getting mixed views on the
immediate future of his manufacturing
enterprise and wrote me that it is dif-
ficult to define in a few words their cur-
rent position. It seems to be changing
on the hour, “every day.”

“I would currently estimate that the re-
cession is only partly affecting us” re-
sponded Tilo to some of my questions.
‘We are aware of the insecurity that
is prevailing in the sport. Some of our
customers are using the current eco-
nomic situation as an “excuse” to delay
their order - but even so, that is only a

very small number.

“In contrast - there are
also some positive sig-
nals - for example the
increase of the US-Euro
exchange rate. Fortu-
nately there are quite a
number of prospective
buyers who - especially
now - are prepared to in-
vest in real value, rather
than in fickle stocks and

bonds. | really feel investing in a glider

is one of the safest investments avail-
able. The value of a Schempp-Hirth
sailplane has almost always been re-
tained (and sometimes even risen!).
And what’s more - tell me of something
else that you can actually have fun with
your investment”.

“The company’s reaction to the cur-
rent downturn has been to create a
policy of “thinking forward”. In the past
twelve months, in fact, dating back sev-
eral years, we have been extremely in-
novative. We have created some niche
markets for ourselves and been able to
increase our product range, fulfilling as
many as possible of our customer’s re-
quests which in turn sets up particular
trends.

"Forexample our new (aimost automat-

ic)turbo controlunit <http://www.schempp-
hirth.com/index.php?id=126&amp;L=1&amp;t
x _ttnews%5btt news%5d=193&amp;ix ttnew
s%5bbackPid%5d=89&amp;cHash=97256b49

The New Nimbus 4 - (Nimbus 4- DL)
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